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The Common Room pilot test demonstrated a 
basic issue that has been observed in cities across 
the world:  attractive and well tended spaces 
offering a range of facilities and seating become 
well-used and valued by the communities they 
serve, whereas unloved and underused spaces 
tend to attract various forms of anti-social 
behaviour that put other people off from using 
what should be a facility for all.         
 
 
The permanent improvements that will be 
brought about by the Common Room project are 
intended to assist in making the area more 
pleasant for the benefit of all and to help to 
reduce anti-social behaviour through the creation 
of a more sociable, attractive and civilised 
environment.  While the police will continue to 
play an important role, we will also be exploring 
additional ways of reducing anti-social behaviour 
and improving the local environment and quality 
of life.  More on these issues will be included in 
the autumn consultation (see following column).   

 
 
 
 

 How will local people be 
involved? 
Public consultation on the plans will be carried out 
this autumn and you will be notified and asked for 
your views.  The consultation will include a public 
exhibition that will be held in the area, to provide 
further information.  Details will be advertised 
nearer the time. 
 
You can find out more about the project online: 
 
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/livelycities 
www.facebook.com/livelycitiesbrighton 
 
You can contact us at  
planningprojects@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 Welcome to the first edition of the ‘Common Room’, an 
occasional newsletter to inform you of progress in improving Ann 
Street, Providence Place Gardens and the wider area. 
 

What is the Common Room? 
The Common Room was the winning entry to the council’s 2012 ‘Lively 
Cities’ competition for an exciting and innovative two week pilot scheme to  
transform Ann Street and Providence Place Gardens (the small park 
opposite St Bart’s Church).   
 
The aim of the competition was to provide an attractive open space and 
wider area that would be used and valued by local people, businesses and 
people visiting the locality, including London Road shops and services.  It 
was piloted during the first two weeks of October 2012.  The two week 
experiment has provided a great deal of valuable information that will help 
maximise the success of a permanent transformation of this area. 
 

 
 

 

INSIDE 
 
What has 
happened since 
the end of the 
pilot project 
last October? 
 
 
 
How can I have 
my say? 
 
What about 
street 
drinking and 
anti-social 
behaviour? 



 
What has happened since 
the end of the pilot project 
last October? 
The results of the pilot have been carefully 
assessed.  Most aspects were very successful – in 
particular the terraced steps, fixed seating, HGV 
ban, improved pedestrian environment, table tennis 
and after-school play sessions.  The question now 
is how to turn these successful aspects into a 
permanent scheme.  You may have noticed a few 
minor changes recently -  a new table tennis table 
to help attract people into the park (thanks to 
funding from Sport England) and new bollards 

  
 
to keep vehicles out. More recently a number of 
after school play sessions have been held by the 
council’s Play Bus team.  These are small 
precursors to bigger changes.  We have been lucky 
to secure funding from a variety of sources and 
work is now underway on drawing up a permanent 
scheme comprising the best aspects of The 
Common Room, with commencement on site 
expected in Spring 2014.   
 
The scheme will extend across a wider area than 
that tested in October, to provide further 
environmental improvements along Providence 
Place, St Peter’s Street, Ann Street and into 
London Road. 

 
 

 
 

 

What about street 
drinking and anti-social 
behaviour? 
The park and the areas behind the shops have 
long been subjected to various forms of anti 
social behaviour and these issues are often cited 
as the biggest problems in the locality.  While the 
pilot scheme of last October was intended to 
tackle these very issues, prior to the scheme 
some people expressed concern that providing 
seating and other facilities might actually make 
things worse.   
 
One of the big successes of the pilot was that the 
introduction of the various physical changes and 
temporary activities all helped to draw a far wider 
range of people into the park than before (and 
since) the first two weeks of last October.  
Rather than being the virtually exclusive domain 
of street drinkers, the park was socially 
transformed by the presence of a far wider range 
of people who enjoyed such benefits as a sit 
down and rest on their way up the hill, 
somewhere for the kids to let off steam after 
school, meet friends, have a cup of coffee, a game 
of table tennis and check emails via the free wi-fi.   

 Street drinkers continued to come to the area 
during the two week pilot, but their presence 
during this time ceased in the main to be the 
dominating factor in the park and its life. 
 
During the two week pilot one local resident 
commented “I love everything you’ve done – 
you’ve taken the area back…(from people with 
drink and drug dependency issues)…I’ve lived here 
for over two years and I’ve never used the park 
until these changes”.   
 
More recently another local resident has 
commented that the presence in the park of street 
drinkers and associated anti-social incidents have 
increased over the last few months.  It’s unpleasant 
to live or work in a neighbourhood that suffers 
from these issues.  It’s possible that such an 
increase may be a side-effect of the temporary 
closure of The Level while its improvements are 
underway.  One thing that is apparent is that any 
recent increase of this nature cannot be attributed 
to the presence of seating and terraced steps in the 
park, as these aspects of the pilot were dismantled 
at the end of the two week testing period last 
October.   
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