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What’s been happening since February?

When we carried out our consultation, we were expecting to have funding of around £750,000 for 
transport related improvements to complement a range of other projects in the area such as the 
Portas and Providence Place Gardens schemes.

Unfortunately, since then our short term funding has been reduced to around £40,000 as a result 
of money being diverted for emergency repairs to the seafront arches.

However, plans to bid for funding that would enable wider, more significant improvements to the 
area have been included in the Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic Economic Plan. 

What this means

We will still use your suggestions to focus improvements in London Road, both in the short term 
and in the future. We have identified three potential priority focuses for short term funding. This 
document starts by setting out those options, before summarising the suggestions that are de-
pendent on opportunities for larger scale changes in future. 

Finally, this document considers ‘everything else’, including work that is being done to deliver your 
suggestions in areas that are not eligible for transport funding and priorities that have already 
been realised. 

To keep this document reasonably concise, we are only focussing on priorities suggested by at 
least 5 people during consultation. Throughout this document, numbers in brackets following italic 
text indicate the number of times a suggestion was made during consultation. So, in our first ex-
ample, 52 people felt a priority for London Road should be Clean / Smarten Up / Tidy.



Short Term Options (possible focuses for our initial £40,000)

Short Term Option 1: Clean / Smarten Up / Tidy (52) 

In the short term some benefit could be achieved by using some or all of our funding to tidy the 
London Road area. Work could include de-cluttering (getting rid of superfluous street signs and 
guard-railing etc), combined with work to improve Greening (55) through community planters, 
Seating (18), signage (possibly including a community noticeboard), A Boards and bins. Reducing 
clutter would also contribute towards Improving Pavements (33) by creating more space.

However, improvements to the crossing are likely to cost more than the £40,000 available, and so 
would be dependent on more funding being secured. 
 
Long Term Goals (changes that require greater levels of funding than cur-
rently available, but that could be achieved with Local Enterprise Partnership 
funding)

A number of suggested improvements, particularly those necessitating changes to traffic infra-
structure, cannot be achieved without revisiting how Preston Circus, and by association the wider 
one way system, operates. Such a scheme would be complex and expensive.

Suggestions falling into this category are:

1. Reduced Traffic Impact (41)
2. Improved Pavements (33):  Although significant widening cannot be achieved outside a larger, 

longer term project, a degree of interim spatial and quality improvements could be achieved 
through de-cluttering (Short Term Option 1).

3. Improved Cycle Facilities / Environment (30): Meaningful area wide improvements for cyclists 
are not possible (in terms of either cycle lanes or a more comfortable environment) without 
investment that can achieve significant change in terms of general transport and so environ-
mental arrangements. However, some localised benefits could be achieved through short term 
improvements to the Ann St crossing (Short Term Option 3). Similarly there is limited room on 
existing pavements for enhanced cycle parking – although in the short term additional cycle 
parking stands are being provided as part of the Co-Op, Open Market and Providence Place 
Gardens projects. 

4. Pedestrianise whole or part (22)
5. Improve Traffic Flow (18)
6. Tackling Pollution (11)
7. Improve Bus Stops (11): (most comments related to pedestrian congestion and the unpleasant 

ambience around the bus stop areas outside the Co-Op / Aldi - below)

Although we can’t use transport money to Im-
prove Shop Fronts (33), the Environment Im-
provements team have been using a variety of 
facade treatments to improve the look of empty 
shops. A shop front improvement grant scheme 
is also in operation in the area. 

To find out more, check the “further information” 
links at the end of this document. 

(It may be possible to combine this work with 
a Review of Loading / Parking Arrangements 
(17))

Short Term Option 2: Preston Circus (11)

Due to likely cost, improvements to the opera-
tion of Preston Circus and surrounding road 
network could only be tested and implemented 
as part of a larger project. However, in the short 
term, significant visual improvement could likely 
be made through de-cluttering and kerb realign-
ment to reclaim redundant tarmac space. 

If we focus work here, the project would also 
contribute towards a Cleaner / Smarter Environ-
ment (52), Improving Pavements (33), Improved 
Pedestrian Crossings (12) and a Better Balance 
(between vehicles and other modes) (11).

Short Term Option 3: Oxford Street / Ann St Crossing 

Improvements to the Ann St / Oxford St crossing would complement the Providence Place Gar-
dens improvements and also help deliver road safety objectives. As with the Preston Circus op-
tion, focussing work here would also contribute towards Improved Pedestrian Crossings (12) and 
a Better Balance (between vehicles and other modes) (11).  Additionally, given that the area is an 
important link between the Level and the Station, this option would also contribute towards (albeit 
at a localised level) Improved Cycle Facilities (30) and better connections to the station.



Everything Else 1: Things that have already been done

Everything Else 2: Things that are happening without transport funding

More Trees / Greenery (55): Adding a new tree to a street environment typically costs around 
£1,000. Adding trees can be more difficult than it sounds – often the amount of services (such as 
cables and water mains) in footways severely restricts opportunities to add the tree pits necessary 
to sustain healthy trees. Maintaining a tree over its lifetime also places a strain on council revenue 
budgets. There are also already a reasonable number of trees in London Road. 

However, new trees are being provided as part of imminent improvements to Providence Place 
Gardens, and the Environment Improvements team are currently supporting residents who want to 
manage street planters in areas including Preston Circus and Rose Hill Terrace.

More Art / Graffiti (6): The Environment Im-
provements team recently managed a series 
of street art interventions to help improve El-
der Place, using commissioned and formal art 
pieces to reduce the occurrence and impact of 
illegal and/or poor quality graffiti. The project 
was funded by Arts and Portas contributions. 

The Shine On 2 event will take place again in 
London Road this Christmas, whilst a Public Art 
Commission to enhance the London Road en-
vironment, informed by this consultation, is also 
due to start shortly. Whilst London Road’s street 
lighting has recently been upgraded, the Public 
Art Commission may include aesthetic elements 
that contribute towards Better Lighting (10).

We feel there are already a high number of Community Facilities (8) in the area and the numbers 
are growing (recent additions include meeting rooms available for public use at the Level and 
Open Market). For a full list of facilities, check “further information” at the end of this document. 

Everything Else 3: Things that are beyond the council’s control 

Impacting on the Offer / Variety / Quality (113) of businesses in London Road is also beyond the 
direct control of the council. However, we feel that the variety of the area is expanding. The Empo-
rium, HiSbe, Al Campo Lounge and the regenerated Open Market are amongst the new ventures 
that complement an already strong mix of businesses in the area.  

Impacting on priorities relating to Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour (55) needs a partnership ap-
proach with the police, anti-social behaviour team and substance misuse services. Our Environ-
ment Improvements team are planning a workshop to look into these areas – if you are interested 
in finding out more check the “further information” links at the end of this document.

Further Information:

Communinty facilities in London Road: http://londonroadlat.wordpress.com/
Environment Improvements Team’s projects: email simon.bannister@brighton-hove.gov.uk
Local Enterprise Partnership’s Strategic Economic Plan: www.coast2capital.org.uk
Portas Project: www.visitlondonroad.co.uk
Providence Place Gardens: www.brighton-hove.gov.uk (search for providence place)
Public Art Commission: email branwen.lorigan@brighton-hove.gov.uk
Shop Front Improvement Grant Scheme (entries now closed): email rob.dawson@brighton-
hove.gov.uk
The Loop: http://www.theloopbrighton.org

As there’s a lot going on in London Road at the 
moment, some priorities have been achieved 
or are currently underway. Although the council 
cannot directly influence take up of shops, the 
Number of Empty Shops (22) in the area has 
recently halved to 8%. New businesses include 
Al Campo Lounge at the old Blockbusters site – 
which was cited as having a particularly nega-
tive impact during consultation. 

In addition the refurbishment of the Open Mar-
ket (7) is now complete.


